January 2012 


Journal of the Australian Federal Police 



INSIDE: 

> All going to plan: Securing CHOGM 2011 

> Multi-layered trap awaits human traffickers 

> Dissecting the unexpected 

> More tasers on ACT Policing frontline 








The platypus has been adopted by the Australian Federal Police 
as a symbol representing the diverse requirements placed on 
members in the execution of their duties. 

This unique and tenacious Australian animal is a survivor against 
increasing pressure from today's environment. It leaves no stone 
unturned in its daily pursuits and has equipped itself with a range 
of features to adapt to changes over many years. 

It is capable of passing unnoticed if required, yet it demonstrates 
an unfailing dedication to explore all possibilities in an effort to 
maintain its special place in Australia's environment. 

Although generally a peaceful animal, the platypus is able to defend 
itself, if necessary, with a venomous spur. This is done, at times, 
against larger and more powerful opponents—a quality admired 
and respected by members of the Australian Federal Police. 
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For decades now, the AFP has regularly collaborated with other agencies, government departments 
and law enforcement experts to enhance its investigations, bolster its knowledge base and build 
vital national and international relationships. And for the same amount of time, it has called on the 
diversity of its members to ensure that these arrangements work smoothly. 


In this edition of Platypus we see 
that ethos in action across a wide 
cross-section of AFP activities, 
starting with its Human Trafficking 
Teams, which sit under the 
Agency's Crime Program. Over 
the past 1 2 months, its Sydney, 
Brisbane, Melbourne and Canberra- 
based staff have collaborated 
with 29 stakeholders to produce 
the Anti Human Trafficking 
Community Resource. 

With the overall aim of 'widening 
the net', the resource provides 
pathways to punitive options when 
the judicial system alone cannot 
address the crimes perpetrated by 
human traffickers. 

Also inside, we present a rundown 
of the AFP Australian Bomb Data 
Centre Annual Conference, recently 
held in Sydney. Tie importance 
of international law enforcement 
collaboration in this area of policing 
cannot be overstated. This year 
- like in the 1 9 years preceding 


- the conference provided a 
forum for law enforcement from 
across the globe to disseminate 
the technical and other lessons 
learned from recent bombing and 
terrorist incidents. 

A fascinating presentation 
from Norwegian Police Service 
Superintendent Tom Luka only 
three months after Anders Brevik's 
Tone wolf terrorist attacks is a 
standout example of the rapid 
Tnform-discussTearn' aim of 
the conference. 

Collaborative efforts within the 
AFP have also produced some 
outstanding results for the Agency. 
Securing last year's Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) in Perth was a 
big undertaking for several 
AFP portfolios. 


At the conclusion of formalities, 
it was an incident free event 
- testament in large part to a 
commitment to rebuild the capacity 
of its Protection portfolio to meet 
the significant demands of the 
event. This year's London Olympics, 
and soon after, the 201 4 G20 
Summit, 201 5 FIFA Asia Cup, and 
the 201 5 Cricket World Cup in 
Australia, await the team. 

Finally, we hear from ACT Policing 
and their recent rollout of 1 5 tasers 
to frontline sergeants. The move 
means that three additional tasers 
are now available for each police 
station in the ACT 


Dom Byrne 
Editor 


COLLABORATION 
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Commissioner's Message 


In a recent briefing to incoming 
Minister for Home Affairs and 
Justice, Jason Clare, I outlined 
the AFP's outstanding recent 
performance throughout a 
challenging 2011. 

Minister Clare has taken over the 
portfolio from Brendan O'Connor at 
a crucial time - and I look forward 
to working with him, his office and 
the wider Government to protect 
the Commonwealth's interests and 
the Australian community. 

I am confident that the AFP - 
with a new Strategic Plan on 
the horizon - is well positioned 
to meet the challenges that this 
undertaking presents. 

As we move into February, the 
AFP's track record has ensured 
that we continue to uphold a 
reputation as a high-achieving 
agency. Of the performance 
indicators set in our 2010-1 1 
Portfolio Budget Statements, the 
AFP met or exceeded 30 of its 32 
performance targets. 

Significantly, there was a 39 
per cent increase in the number 
of high priority cases reaching 
court, a 'return on investment' 


ratio of 10 to one for drug and 
fraud investigations, and the 
restraining of in excess of $41 
million of proceeds of crime, more 
than double the amount of the 
previous 1 2 months. The one-year- 
old Criminal Assets Confiscation 
Taskforce - led by the AFP - has 
played an enormous part in 
this result. 

In another important area of AFP 
business, as transition takes place 
in Afghanistan and security is 
handed over to the Afghanistan 
National Security Forces, the AFP 
is assessing opportunities to best 
further contribute to the capacity 
development of the Afghan 
National Police (ANP). 

Under Operation Illuminate, 28 
AFP officers have so far trained 
more than 2000 ANP officers in 
the province of Uruzgan and 200 in 
a major crime taskforce in Kabul. 

While this is basic training, it's 
helped equip them with the skills 
that they need to maintain the 
civilian police force in that country. 

It was certainly a stark reminder of 
the challenges that we both face 


when the AFP recently handed over 
$80,000 worth of training aids to 
the Afghan National Police Training 
Centre at Tarin Kowt. As part of 
the process, worn and outdated 
equipment - including crude 
and unrealistic wooden replicas 
of firearms - were replaced with 
modern training tools. 

In Australia, the AFP continues 
playing a key partnership role in 
multi-jurisdictional, multi-agency 
efforts, whether investigating 
criminal activity or responding to 
a regional emergency. 

This is the way the AFP must 
operate into the future. 

Since my last Platypus column, the 
AFP and the Australian Customs 
and Border Protection Service 
have collaborated on several 
significant drug operations along 
the Australian east coast. Since 
September 201 1 the agencies 
have combined to seize 300 
kilograms of cocaine in Queensland 
during Operation Avalon and 


// Of the performance indicators 
set in our 2010-11 Portfolio Budget 
Statements, the AFP met or exceeded 
30 of its 32 performance targets. // 
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more than 270 kilograms of the 
same drug in Melbourne as part of 
Operation Paradigm. 

Only two months ago. Operation 
Manzanita culminated in the 
seizure of 97 kilograms of 
heroin and 1 1 8 kilograms of 
pseudoephedrine in a consignment 
coming through Port Botany 
in Sydney. 

In this edition of Platypus we see 
further evidence of the success of 
AFP collaboration, with the AFP 
Human Trafficking Team and allied 
stakeholders stepping up their 
efforts against human traffickers 
with a multi layered array of 
sanctions and punitive measures. 

Finally, as the AFP moves further 
into 2012,1 am reminded of a 
significant milestone approaching 
in October - the tenth anniversary 
of the Bali Bombings. 


The 2002 bombings reshaped 
Australia's counter terrorism 
framework, and highlighted 
the AFP's ability to respond 
effectively as key partners in the 
national and international law 
enforcement community. 

Through Operation Alliance, 
hundreds of AFP personnel and 
whole of government partners 
worked closely with the Indonesian 
National Police, leading to 
the successful prosecution of 
the perpetrators. 

Official commemorations will follow 
later in the year. 


T.W. Negus APM 
Commissioner 
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All going to plan: 
Securing CHOGM 2011 


Securing the 2011 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in 
Perth was a significant and successful undertaking for the AFP. The fact that the 
event was incident free is testament to the Agency's commitment to rebuild the 
capacity of its Protection portfolio only 12 months out from the event. 


Perth's laid-back central business 
district was a bustling transit hub 
when leaders from more than 
50 countries, their delegations, 
foreign dignitaries, business 
leaders, and the media moved 
between major venues at the 
201 1 Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) 
in October. 

Before CHOGM, no security 
operation of this scale and 
complexity had been undertaken 
in Perth, indeed no event of such 
magnitude had been held in 
Western Australia. 

AFP Protection, under the guidance 
of former Manager Protection 
Commander Greg Harrigan, was 
assigned the challenging task 


of planning and implementing 
the AFP contribution to CHOGM 
security provisions. 

Not surprisingly, securing 
CHOGM was an enormous job. 
More than 1 2 months in the 
planning, it required extensive 
consultation between cooperating 
parties, which included the AFP, 
Western Australian Police and 
other government security and 
intelligence agencies. 

For AFP Protection, one challenge 
lay in re-grouping resources so soon 
after the successful participation 
in the security contingent at the 
Commonwealth Games in India. 

"We barely had time to learn the 
lessons from the security project in 


India before we were faced with the 
awesome task of building a project 
team to lead AFP preparations 
and planning for CHOGM 201 1," 
Commander Harrigan said. 

"Planning and coordinating 
resources for the security 
commitment for an event of this 
magnitude required a dedicated 
and committed team of security 
and protection experts to manage 
consultation within the AFP and 
with relevant partner agencies, 
and pull together a cohesive 
plan for the AFP's contribution to 
the operation." 

The Operation Wollemi planning 
team was established in response 
to the assignment of 'Special Event 

// From the outset 
we needed to make 
sure we had the Close 
Personal Protection 
staff to meet the 
demand. // 


01 : The protective security detail tasked 
to secure the Western Australian State 
Reception Centre where the CHOGM 
Leaders' Retreat took place. 











// Our challenge 
was to commit 
adequate resources 
for deployment to the 
Operation while also 
ensuring continuity 
of the AFP's usual 
business. // 



Status' by the Federal Government 
under the National Policy on the 
Coordination of Protective Security 
Arrangements. 

Once established, the team 
undertook the fundamentally 
essential task of determining a 
mutually agreeable definition of the 
scope of the AFP's responsibilities. 

"The project team consulted with 
all relevant partner agencies and 
clarified exactly what the AFP's role 
would be with regard to CHOGM 
201 1," Commander Harrigan said. 

With that definition, and taking into 
consideration the National Policy 
provision's three tiered, whole- 
of-government security overlay 
approach, AFP Protection was able 
to make accurate decisions about 
the required deployable resources 
for the operation. 

Under the National Policy 
provisions, the security overlay 
was shared between state and 
federal governments and event 
coordinators, the CHOGM 
201 1 Taskforce. 


The role of the AFP was to 
support the Commonwealth's 
Tier 1 security arrangements for 
venues and through the AFP Close 
Personal Protection (CPP) capability. 
Tier 2 security of individuals. 

"We were also heavily involved 
with overarching Tier 3' security 
planning for the protection of 
Commonwealth interests, had 
there been an attack on the event," 
Commander Harrigan said. 

Current AFP needs in other priority 
areas were another factor to take 
into consideration. 

"Our challenge was to commit 
adequate resources for deployment 
to the Operation while also 
ensuring continuity of the AFP's 
usual business." 

According to Commander Harrigan, 
the demand on AFP Protection 
resources to meet CHOGM 
commitments meant that it was 
time to reinvigorate the CPP 
'surge capability'. 

"The Federal Government had 
requested that the AFP was to 


provide at least one CPP member 
for every head of government, and 
for any other additional invited 
guests," he said. 

"This gave us a resource 
requirement of well over 60, and 
from the outset we needed to make 
sure we had the CPP staff to meet 
the demand." 

The CPP surge capability was last 
used for APEC in 2007 and was 
designed to provide additional 
capability outside of Protection 
which could be called on in 
situations requiring a Protection 
response that was high above 
the norm. 


02 : AFP Forward Commander Greg 
Harrigan briefs AFP personnel during 
a CFIOGM induction session held at 
the AFP Perth Office. 03 : Perth Airport 
AFP Operations Centre team members 
monitor security information. 
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Under the CPP surge function, AFP 
members previously trained in CPP 
but now working in other areas of 
the AFP can attend maintenance 
training and requalify in readiness 
to supplement CPP numbers in 
times of increased demand. 


The AFP Aviation portfolio was 
heavily involved in CHOGM 
preparations and security. Naturally, 
the arrival of each visiting foreign 
dignitary and delegation at Perth 
Airport created the need for 
enhanced capacity on the ground. 


04 : A member of the AFP Canine 
team searches during CPIOGM. 

05 : AFP Commissioner Tony Negus, 
accompanied by National Security 
Advisor Margot McCarthy and Western 
Australian Deputy Police Commissioner 
Chris Dawson, attends the CPIOGM 
Leaders' Retreat. 




In addition to CPP, 99 Uniform 
Protection members were deployed 
to provide inner perimeter 
security such as mobile patrols, 
static guarding and electronic 
surveillance monitoring inside 
CHOGM venues in support and 
under the command of the Western 
Australian Police. 

In all, more than 300 AFP 
members were deployed to 
Perth from portfolios across the 
organisation including Aviation, 
Protection, Intelligence, High Tech 
Crime Operations, ACT Policing, 
Information and Communications 
Technology, Close Operations 
Support and the International 
Deployment Group. 


Additional AFP Firearms and 
Explosives Detection Dog teams 
and Bomb Appraisal Officers were 
also deployed to Perth Airport 
from around Australia to support 
Operation Wollemi. Away from 
the airports, these teams also 
conducted security sweeps of 
meeting venues. 

The AFP's High Tech Crime 
Operations provided support in 
the initial planning and during 
the event. Significantly, they 
oversaw the technical aspects of 
monitoring equipment at several 
venues, including the Kings Park 
State Reception Centre, where 
they deployed ground radar and 
infrared cameras. 
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In other areas of Perth and back 
in the nation's capital, more staff 
worked around the clock in the 
lead-up to and during CHOGM. 

"The staff in the AFP Offices in 
Perth and at Perth Airport provided 
extensive advice and support to 
the project team throughout the 
planning and deployment phases 
of the operation," Commander 
Harrigan said. 

"They know how things work in the 
west, and have well established 
relationships with the Western 
Australia Police, the aviation 
community and with state and 
Commonwealth government 
agencies. They were also key 
contributors to the development 

//The interoperability 
was fantastic and 
demonstrated just 
how right we got the 
planning. // 


of the overall plan outside of the 
protection operation." 

In Canberra, an Incident 
Coordination Centre (ICC) also 
operated 24/7 within the AFP 
Operations Coordination Centre in 
support of the forward operation, 
providing situation reports to 
the senior executive. Staffed by 
Canberra-based members from 
various functions, the ICC was 
well placed to coordinate an AFP 
response to any significant incident 
or concurrent event. 

Four months on, it is no secret 
that CHOGM 201 1 was incident 
free - a fact that greatly satisfies 
Commander Harrigan. 

"You can put together the most 
comprehensive plan, but it's the 
successful implementation of 
that plan by staff that know their 
business and work flexibly together 
toward an event-free operation 
that's most rewarding," he said. 



"Watching how organised the 
teams were, seeing the plan unfold 
and knowing how well everyone 
knew their business was the win. 
The interoperability was fantastic 
and demonstrated just how right 
we got the planning." 

But just like the transition from 
India's Commonwealth Games 
to CHOGM, the Protection team 
has already turned its focus to the 
201 2 London Olympics. And not 
long after that, the 201 4 G20 
Summit, 201 5 FIFA Asia Cup, 
and the 201 5 Cricket World Cup 
in Australia, and the centenary of 
Anzac Day in Gallipoli in 201 5. 


06 : AFP Operation Response Group 
members with their multijurisdictional 
Counter Assault Team members. 

07 : AFP Aviation Canine's Sergeant 
John Connoley discusses the role of the 
AFP's explosives detection dogs with his 
Western Australian Police counterpart. 
08 : Close Personal Protection members 
meet Prime Minister Julia Gillard as she 
arrives at CHOGM. More than 60 AFP 
Close Personal Protection members 
were busy taking care of heads of 
government during the event. 

09 : The Maylands Command Centre. 
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CHOGM LOGISTICS: 

THE NUMBERS 

There were more than 6000 police- 
escorted dignitary movements during the 
week-long event. 

The technical equipment taken to 
Perth by AFP High Tech Crime Operations 
to support Operation Wollemi filled a 
shipping container. 

The total core security perimeter for 
CHOGM covered 42 kilometres. 

Almost 1000 international and 
domestic media attended CHOGM and 
three parallel events: the Commonwealth 
Business Forum, Youth Forum and 
People's Forum. 

Many large venues were protected 
during the event including the Perth 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, King's 
Park State Reception Centre, the Burswood 
Entertainment Complex, and several of 
Perth's major hotels. 






















Multi-layered trap awaits 
human traffickers 


Human traffickers now face a wider array of sanctions and punitive measures 
as the AFP Human Trafficking Team and allied stakeholders ramp up their efforts 
against them. 



"What these human traffickers 
need to know is that we're 
watching them. The net is wide. Our 
network is remarkable. We have a 
very robust mechanism in place - 
and once we identify somebody, 
we will target them innovatively 
and relentlessly." 

Manager AFP Special References 
Chris McDevitt is clear when it 
comes to tracking and prosecuting 
human traffickers. In charge of 
the AFP Human Trafficking Teams 
under the Agency's Crime Program, 
the investigations run by his area 
have unearthed some horrendous 
sexual slavery and labour 
exploitation crimes in Australia. 


In the past 1 2 months, the Human 
Trafficking Team - consisting of 30 
dedicated personnel in Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Sydney, and a National 
Coordinator in Canberra - have 
actively pursued new cases 
and reinvigorated others using 
intense investigative work and 
capacity building, including skills 
development, research, law reform, 
and collaboration with government, 
non-government and private 
sector stakeholders. 

Under the leadership of the 
Attorney General's Department, the 
AFP and its many partner agencies 
have attracted international 
accolades, with United Nations 


01: Manager AFP 
Special References 
Chris McDevitt says 
his teams have 
shown a high level of 
investigative prowess 
during a hectic 
1 2 months. 
02: 7 he Anti 
Human Trafficking 
Community Resource 
provides options 
when the judicial 
system alone cannot 
address the crimes 
perpetrated by 
traffickers. 


Snapshot 2011: the AFP Human Trafficking Team 


This is how 201 1 unfolded across the 
board for the AFP 'HTT: 

APRIL: An exercise to identify legislative, 
administrative and socio-legal measures 
to disrupt criminal groups benefiting from 
people trafficking is hosted by the HTT 
in Canberra. 

APRIL: The Australian Policing Strategy to 
Combat Trafficking in Persons 201 1-13 
is signed off by State and Territory Police. 

JULY: The team conducts a revised 
'Human Trafficking Investigations 
Program' for 20 police personnel from 
around Australia. 


JULY: A revised Practical Guide on 
Human Trafficking Investigations 
is produced. This is followed by the 
distribution of a human trafficking 'first 
response' aide memoire for non-specialist 
operational members. 

OCTOBER: The 'Diveye Trivedi' case: 
Listed for sentencing in January 201 2, 
this significant AFP case marks the 
second prosecution for labour trafficking 
after the introduction of a trafficking 
offence in the Criminal Code in 2005. 

NOVEMBER: The Anti Human Trafficking 
Community Resource is developed 
and collated. 
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Special Rapporteur in Trafficking in 
Persons, Joy Ngozi Eszeilo, recently 
acknowledging the AFP's efforts. 

"I have learnt of a range of 
important initiatives [in Australia], 
including a strong and committed 
unit within the Australian Federal 
Police devoted to the issue of 
trafficking," she said. 

According to Commander 
McDevitt, penalties available under 
the Criminal Code Act 1995 are 
vital, but form only part of a range 
of punitive options to bring human 
traffickers to account. 

In November last year, the breadth 
of this punitive net was highlighted 
when the AFP developed and 
collated the Anti Human Trafficking 
Community Resource, which 
advocates a collective disruption/ 
collaboration approach. 

The Resource comprises 
submissions from 29 AFP 
stakeholders and provides options 
when the judicial system alone 
cannot address the crimes 
perpetrated by traffickers - crimes 
which can include imprisonment, 
repeated rape, assault, forced 
labour, sexual servitude, debt 
bondage, money laundering and 
identity fraud. 


In addition to outlining relevant 
Commonwealth, State and Territory 
legislation, the 52-page Resource 
details the interdependent roles of 
regulators, industry, government, 
law enforcement, unions, 
employers and non-government 
and community organisations in 
supporting and protecting victims. 

It highlights alternative means of 
punishing offenders, including 
imposing health, safety, business 
and tax regulations and sanctions. 

AFP Commissioner Tony Negus 
said addressing human trafficking 
requires innovative and robust 
solutions from all sectors of society. 

"This is not a crime type that can 
be dealt with in isolation of the 
community, nor is it a crime type 
that is always effectively dealt 
with through the judicial system," 
he said. 

"We need to work together with 
other government agencies and 
non government organisations. This 
includes health inspectors, local 
councils, consumer affairs, unions, 
community groups and the media 
at every level." 

The AFP's success over recent 
years is evident in official statistics 


03 : Human trafficking 
crimes can encompass 
imprisonment, repeated 
rape, assault, forced 
labour, sexual servitude, 
debt bondage, money 
laundering and 
identity fraud. 



// This is not a crime 
type that is always 
effectively dealt 
with through the 
judicial system. // 

showing that it has investigated 
324 cases of human trafficking 
since 2003. In the 2010-1 1 
financial year alone, it progressed 
45 cases, 35 of these new referrals. 

Commander McDevitt says that if 
the AFP, state or territory police are 
unable to get a brief of evidence 
or achieve a prosecution, then the 
cooperative relationships will lead 
to other punitive options. 

"The Resource has gone out to all 
police services who will be able 
to quickly consider the crime type 
from a multi-agency perspective 
and identify other measures if they 
don't have sufficient evidence to 
prosecute," he said. 

The AFP has a solid history in 
human trafficking investigations, 
with Federal Government funding 
boosts in 2003 and 2007 
strengthening the capacity to 
detect and investigate. The Agency 
also provides specialist training to 
law enforcement in the Asia-Pacific 
region, from where 1.4 million 
trafficked persons a year originate. 

Specialist investigators currently 
deliver human trafficking 
investigations training programs, 
providing participants with the 
skills to disrupt, prevent, detect and 
investigate this crime type. 



Platypus Magazine- ; Edition 111R January 2012 



Precedent: sexual slavery 
and the Wei Tang case 

Until August 2008, one unanswered 
legal question posed a significant 
problem for those seeking to convict 
traffickers involved in 'sexual slavery'. 

How do you convict for a crime or 
expose slavery in a legal system 
that does not recognise or define 
its existence? 

The answer came after a majority 
Australian High Court ruling upheld 
the conviction of Melbourne brothel 
owner, Wei Tang, for slavery offences 
in relation to her treatment of five 
Thai women. 

The women had been brought from 
Thailand to a Melbourne brothel, 
where they were 'debt bonded' and 
forced to slowly pay off a significant 
debt to the brothel owner. 

The High Court heard that the five 
women 'voluntarily' entered into the 
arrangement, fully knowing what was 
ahead of them, and that the accused 
did not necessarily intend to exercise 
rights of 'ownership' over them. 

However, a majority ruling concluded 
that the Thai women were slaves if, 
after they arrived, they did not retain 
any freedom to choose what was 
done with them in Australia. 

After a person's choices are removed, 
the High Court ruled, the presence or 
absence of assent is not meaningful. 


But while convictions are a driving 
force for the AFP Human Trafficking 
Teams, Commander McDevitt says 
that the interests of the victim are 
always paramount. 

"We and our partner agencies want 
to ensure that any victim rescued 
from these horrendous situations 
is given every available opportunity 
and all assistance, to get their lives 
back together," he said. 

"It is very satisfying to the Human 
Trafficking Teams, and indeed 
all of our partners, to rescue 
a victim from these abhorrent 
circumstances and prosecute those 
involved in inflicting it upon them. 

It beggars belief what one human 
being can do to another." 

The AFP's International Network of 
police liaison officers is critical in 
assisting agent access to witness 
statements and intelligence, as 
well as helping with repatriation 
of victims and supporting the 
investigation of extraterritorial 
offences when identified. 

The AFP's support role has been 
formalised through the 'Support 
for Victims of People Trafficking 
Program' administered by the 
Attorney-General's Department, 
which assists witnesses giving 
evidence injudicial proceedings 
against their alleged traffickers. The 
Commonwealth-funded program 
is run by the Australian Red Cross, 
with victim referrals from the AFP. 


In conjunction with its investigative 
and support role, the AFP is also 
involved in several high-level 
interdepartmental groups, providing 
updates and receiving information 
on the state of human trafficking 
in Australia. In November last year, 
the AFP participated in the National 
Roundtable on People Trafficking 
and in April it was instrumental in 
producing the Australian Policing 
Strategy to Combat Trafficking in 
Persons 201 1-13. 

This Strategy will see all Australian 
police jurisdictions working 
together to combat all forms of 
human trafficking, including sexual 
servitude, forced labour trafficking, 
organ harvesting, servile marriages 
and associated State and Territory 
offences. 

As part of the negotiations for the 
Strategy, the AFP Commissioner 
and his State and Territory 
counterparts agreed to progress 
anti-human trafficking strategies as 
part of a united approach to a high 
priority policing issue. 

The associated implementation plan 
- which includes an 'Intelligence 
Collection Plan' for stakeholders 
to contribute information toward 
police resourcing decisions - is 
currently being developed. 


To see the Anti Human Trafficking Community Resource, please visit 
www.afp.gov.au/policing/human-trafficking.aspx 





04 : The AFP 
Pluman Trafficking 
Teams have 
unearthed some 
horrendous sexual 
slavery and labour 
exploitation crimes 
in Australia. 



'Brilliant' investigations rewarded 



Protracted. Confronting. 
Multinational. Complex. 

Just some of the words 
used to describe the tasks 
of investigators pursuing 
human traffickers. 

The continued success of 
AFP members in dealing with 
these hurdles was recognised 
in December last year when 
Federal Agent Jennifer Cullen 
received the Anti Slavery 
Australia Freedom Award' for 
her significant contribution in 
the field. 

Manager Special References 
Chris McDevitt praised the work 
of Federal Agent Cullen during 
her time as National Coordinator 
of the former Transnational 
Sexual Exploitation and 
Trafficking Team. 

"It is very pleasing to see that 
one of our very dedicated AFP 


members has been identified by 
an independent panel of experts 
for her work in our whole-of- 
community efforts against this 
abhorrent crime," he said. 

The Freedom Awards, funded 
by the Attorney-General's 
Department, were established by 
Anti Slavery Australia, a research 
and legal centre of the University 
of Technology in Sydney. 

Commander McDevitt 
acknowledged the dedication of 
Federal Agent Cullen and others 
in the area. 

"It's extremely difficult. They 
are very complex investigations 
requiring a very high level of 
investigative prowess. I am 
pleased to say that the AFP has 
some brilliant investigators doing 
this," he said. 

"You're relying on different 
processes like mutual 


assistance. You've got 
different cultures. You've got 
communication barriers. 

"They dedicate sometimes 
thousands of hours of police 
time to some complex 
investigations." 

It took almost five years from 
when human trafficker Wei Tang 
was arrested in 2003 to her 
eventual conviction in 2008, 
following an appeal to the 
Australian High Court. 

"Yes, there are complexities 
surrounding the gathering of 
information and intelligence 
- but we are patient and 
relentless," Commander 
McDevitt said. 
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Dissecting the unexpected 


three months after Norwegian Anders Brevik killed eight people after detonating 
a car bomb in central Olso and shooting dead 69 others on the nearby Island of 
Utoya, Norwegian Police Service Superintendent Tom Luka made his way to 
Sydney to talk about lessons learned from the incident. 



The Australian Bomb Data 
Centre's (ABDC) 20th Annual 
Conference last November provided 
Superintendent Luka with his first 
international audience to highlight 
the shortcomings stemming from 
the Tone wolf' terrorist incident. 

The timing of events in Norway 
meant that the technical and 
tactical details of the attack were 
fresh and ready for discussion. And 
that has been the essential element 
of the symposium over its two 
decade history: discuss information 
on major bombing incidents 
and ensure that the findings are 
quickly disseminated to the law 
enforcement community. 

Headed by ABDC Director Phil 
Winter, the conference is widely 


regarded as one of the most 
comprehensive and forward- 
looking bomb discussion forums 
on the international stage, 
bringing together Australian and 
international law enforcement, 
and the defence, security and 
intelligence communities. 

"We are seeing this conference 
become a key regional and 
domestic networking opportunity 
for various stakeholders looking into 
how we prevent and understand 
the nature of bombing incidents - 
whether they be bomb technicians 
or policy makers," Mr Winter said. 

From 2 to 4 November, attendees 
from 1 6 countries including Brunei, 
Canada, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Norway, 



01 : Forensic examination of the Brevik 
crime scenes in Oslo and Utoya was 
carried out by personnel recruited 
from almost every police district in 
Norway. 02 : Australian Bomb Data 
Centre Director Phil Winter and 
Australian Ambassador for Counter 
Terrorism Bill Patterson presented 
Pakistani conference delegates with 
a bomb incident deployment kit at 
the conference. 











Pakistan, the Philippines, Russia, 
Singapore, Thailand, and the United 
Arab Emirates, United Kingdom 
and United States gathered to share 
knowledge and experiences of the 
counter terrorism environment. 

A major focus for the ABDC is to 
provide relevant and up-to-date 
explosive technical intelligence, 
and through the conference, create 
a forum for the exchange of this 
information. The contributions from 
state and territory police provide 
an Australian perspective to the 
program, with the international 
community also sharing their 
experiences on the unlawful use 
of explosives. 

Three key conference themes were 
centred around Australian policies 
and responses to terrorism and the 
explosives threat, the international 
explosives environment and 
opportunities for improving 
responses to improvised explosive 
device (IED) situations. 

In addition to the Oslo presentation, 
delegates were also briefed on 
emergent terrorist threat groups 
in Somalia and Yemen, and the 
use of lEDs by Canadian outlaw 
motorcycle gangs. 

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police 
discussed terrorism in Pakistan, 
the history of suicide attacks and 
the technical specifications of the 
types of lEDs used in such attacks. 
A number of Australian Defence 
Force speakers also discussed IED 
threats in Afghanistan. 


Delegates also had the opportunity 
to meet and share information with 
colleagues across a range of police, 
military, intelligence, scientific and 
associated government agencies. 

Speaking to a closed group of more 
than 250 experts. Superintendent 
Luka detailed the technical and 
chemical component of the 
explosives that Anders Brevik 
packed inside a delivery van in 
Oslo, and the forensic investigations 
and data gathered during a bomb 
reconstruction exercise. The rented 
farm where Brevik constructed 
the explosive devices was also 
presented in detail. 

Superintendent Luka discussed 
the ongoing issues arising from 


the incident, including the state 
of readiness of the Norwegian 
police for similar incidents, how to 
improve information flow between 
bomb data centre partners, 
regulating bomb components, and 
promoting the need for information 
sharing at top management levels. 

"It must be said that the case 
is very special and far from 
anything that anyone in the 
Norwegian police ever expected," 
Superintendent Luka said. 

"The attacks presented a big 
challenge for the Norwegian police 

03 : As part of an ongoing commitment 
to research and education, the 
Australian Bomb Data Centre 
conducts regular 'Power of Explosives' 
demonstrations in Canberra. 
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// It must be said that 
the case is very special 
and far from anything 
that anyone in the 
Norwegian police 
ever expected. // 

- professionally because of our 
lack of experience with attacks 
of this magnitude, but also in the 
matter of resources and our state 
of readiness. 

"The threat level in Norway has 
always been assessed as low, and 
our bomb incidents have until now 
been linked to gang wars and a 
few cases related to left and right 
wing extremism." 

The fact that the perpetrator turned 
out to be a home-grown terrorist 
from one of the wealthy parts of 
Oslo was another disturbing fact 
confronting Norwegian police since 
the events of July 22. 

Through other keynote speakers, 
delegates gained significant insight 
into the February 201 0 Enfield 
Bombing in South Australia, in 
which two people were killed. The 
South Australia Police Forensic 
Response Section detailed, among 
other facts, the components of the 
unique explosive device used in the 
incident. The crime was believed 
to be related to an ongoing rivalry 
between two criminal gangs and 
involved a pipe bomb enhanced 
with shrapnel. 


In a similar vein. Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police Bomb Data 
Centre representative Jean Yves 
Vermette spoke of Canadian outlaw 
motorcycle gangs and their use of 
lEDs in recent decades, allowing 
the audience to draw useful 
comparisons between Canadian 
and Australian similarities in their 
use by criminal elements. 

Also presenting was AFP National 
Team Leader, Bomb Appraisal 
Operations, Brett Sampson, who 
spoke on the AFP capability for its 
'first response' role at Australia's 
major airports and designated 
critical infrastructure. He outlined 
the history of the BAO program 
and the future direction and intent 
to combine and consolidate the 
AFP's tactical teams into one new 
'Specialist Response Group'. 

Strong attendance by the United 
States included delegates from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations, 
the United States Army, 

Department of Homeland Security 
and the Institute of Forensics. 
Presentations covered a wide 
array of topics, including the IED 
threat in the Asia Pacific region 
and the forensic flow of evidence 
including levels of exploitation and 
intelligence sharing. 

The conference also included 
trade displays involving 1 5 
industry-related companies, which 
allowed delegates to extend 
their experience of the technical 
program into the practical arena 


of operational and bomb response 
technologies associated with 
dealing with terrorist events. 

Overwhelming positive feedback 
from conference delegates 
highlighted the importance of 
the event and its invaluable 
networking opportunities for 
domestic and international 
organisations operating in this 
global environment. 

With planning for the 201 2 event 
already underway, Mr Winter said 
that this year's conference had 
ticked a number of important boxes 
for the AFP. 

"We were very impressed to 
have received such high quality 
presentations - whether it be the 
update from the Norwegian Police 
on the recent Oslo incident, or the 
equally impressive presentation 
from the South Australian Police 
on the use of lEDs by outlaw 
motorcycle gangs," he said. 

For the 201 2 conference - 
scheduled for 5 to 7 December in 
Sydney - he is already seeking new 
material and presentations from 
state and territory jurisdictions, and 
more input from the scientific and 
academic community to highlight 
the importance of research 
into IED developments and 
response measures. 
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Former Commissioner 
honoured by Thai King 


Hie AFP has a long history of members receiving prestigious awards. Now, 
former AFP Commissioner Mick Keelty has been honoured for his assistance to 
the Royal Thai Police. 


In December, former AFP 
Commissioner Mick Keelty received 
the Knight Grand Cross (First 
Class) of the Most Noble Order 
of the Crown of Thailand for his 
outstanding service to Thailand 
during his term in office. 

Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Thailand 
Kriangsak Kittichaisaree 
presented the order to Mr Keelty 
during National Day of Thailand 
celebrations at the Thai Embassy 
in Canberra. 

Mr Kittichaisaree said Mr Keelty 
received the order for his efforts in 
enhancing the relationship between 
the Royal Thai Police and the AFP, 
and strengthening the fight against 
transnational crime. 

"During his term as Commissioner 
AFP, Mr Keelty's professional 


skills and expertise contributed 
immensely to enhancing 
cooperation between the AFP 
and Royal Thai Police," Mr 
Kittichaisaree said. 

"His initiatives and assistance 
enabled the Royal Thai Police to 
build up effective mechanisms to 
combat all types of transnational 
crimes and terrorism. 

"Through his distinguished 
dedication and service to 
Thailand, the ties between the 
Commonwealth of Australia and 
the Kingdom of Thailand have been 
further strengthened." 

The Most Noble Order of the Crown 
of Thailand was established in 
1 869 for Thai citizens, its royal 
family, government employees, 
and foreign dignitaries for their 
outstanding services to the 



Kingdom of Thailand. The order 
originally had seven classes until 
a special class was added by King 
Rama VI in 1918. 

Approximately 200 dignitaries 
from agencies including the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, Australian Defence Force, 
other Embassies and diplomatic 
community members gathered 
at the Thai Embassy to celebrate 
the National Day of Thailand. 

This year, the day marked the 
84th Birth Anniversary of King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej. 


01 & 02 : Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Thailand 
Kriangsak Kittichaisaree and former AFP 
Commissioner Mick Keelty after the 
presentation of the Thai order. 
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More tasers on ACT Policing 
frontline 


ACT Policing recently announced the rollout of an additional 15 tasers to its 
frontline sergeants around the capital following a review into their use. 


In November 2010, a review into 
expanding the use of tasers in 
the ACT recommended that 1 5 
additional units be rolled out to 
43 substantive frontline sergeants 
- a move endorsed by the AFP's 
Operational Safety Committee and 
approved by AFP Commissioner 
Tony Negus. 

The rollout - which commenced 
on 22 August this year - means 
that three additional tasers are now 
available for each police station in 
the ACT 

ACT Policing's Specialist Response 
and Security team has used tasers 
since 2004, and statistics show 
that since July 2009 they have 
been used on 23 occasions, 
mainly 'drawing and aiming', with 
no discharge. 


Predominantly driven by ACT 
Policing Superintendent Mick 
Calatzis and Deputy Chief Police 
Officer Bruce Hill, the review into 
their use examined the need for 
tasers in Canberra's city precinct, 
more known for alcohol-related 
crime and violence at night than 
other areas of the capital. 

At a media conference to 
announce their deployment. Chief 
Police Officer for the ACT Roman 
Quaedvlieg said that tasers had 
become a legitimate use-of-force 
option for police to de-escalate 
violent situations, and could be vital 
in ensuring that ACT Police officers 
are safe while conducting their 
frontline duties. 

"There are clear operational 
benefits, which include a high- 


deterrent factor against violence, 
immediate incapacitation in 
threatening situations, the ability to 
deploy a taser at a safe distance, 
and the safety of our officers as well 
as the public," Chief Police Officer 
Quaedvlieg said. 

"A number of factors were taken 
into consideration as part of this 
review, including risks associated 
with the use of tasers, recent 
incidents involving use-of-force, 
public safety and the operational 
safety of officers - particularly those 
working on the frontline." 

// Police are dealing 
with some people who 
are more violent more 
drug affected, and 
prone to spitting. // 









With this latest announcement 
ACT Policing has become the sixth 
Australian State or Territory police 
service to equip its frontline officers 
with tasers, although tactical police 
in every Australian jurisdiction now 
carry them. 

Chief Police Officer Quaedvlieg 
said that the review also looked at 
ACT statistics on assaults against 
police and involved dialogue 
with New South Wales Police to 
ensure that recommendations 
were comprehensive and based on 
solid information. 

Analysis by larger Australian 
police services has shown that in 
56 per cent of cases, tasers are 
operationally deployed in private 
residences, while 29 per cent of 
cases occur in outdoor or public 
places. Other figures reveal that 
there are five main associated 
factors with taser deployment: 
alcohol (36 per cent), domestic 


violence (1 8 per cent), mental 
illness (1 8 per cent), and drugs 
(6 per cent). 

Recent official figures show that 
in 2009-10, 56 assault incidents 
against policed were recorded in 
the ACT, while in the following 1 2 
months there were 48. 

"What we are seeing is the severity 
of assaults rising. Police are dealing 
with some people who are more 
violent, more drug affected, and 
prone to spitting," Chief Police 
Officer Quaedvlieg said. 

"The environment in which 
police are now operating has 
changed and is more challenging 
for our members. Offenders 
affected by drugs such as crystal 
methamphetamine (ICE) have 
a much higher propensity for 
aggression, irrational acts of 
violence and resisting arrest," Chief 
Police Officer Quaedvlieg said. 


All substantive patrol sergeants 
have now undertaken international- 
standard taser training, with 
all members also receiving 
familiarisation training to 
ensure that they can provide 
appropriate support in the event of 
taser deployment. 

The implementation of the 1 5 
new tasers will be monitored and 
reviewed by the AFP's Operational 
Safety Committee. 


01 : ACT Policing Sergeant Mark 
Usback describes one of the tasers to 
ACT Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services Simon Corbell and Chief Police 
Officer for the ACT Roman Quaedvlieg. 
02 : Chief Police Officer for the ACT 
Roman Quaedvlieg and ACT Minister 
for Police and Emergency Services 
Simon Corbell at a media conference 
to announce the deployment of the 1 5 
additional tasers. 
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Identity Crime: Are you protected? 

Online identity fraud costs our community more than $ 1 billion 
annually and has affected over 4.4 million Australians. 

The AFP, state and territory law enforcement government 
departments and industry are working together to fight it. 


Are you protected? 

Take a survey and find out. 

Visit www.afp.gov.au/what-we-do/campaigns 
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